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5. Funding and Maintenance Considerations.  Sidewalk funding and maintenance considerations 
are dependent upon project location.  The following will apply:

a. City Limits.  For a sidewalk constructed within city limits, the city will be responsible 
for the costs of constructing the sidewalk unless Federal-aid funds are used.  The State 
may then participate.  If totally funded by the city, a reimbursement agreement will be 
required between the Department and the city prior to the project letting.  The State 
will be responsible for the cost of right-of-way acquisition and grading required 
specifically for the sidewalk.

b. Town or Rural Area.  A new sidewalk constructed in a town or rural area outside of 
city limits may be funded with State or Federal-aid funds.  This includes all costs for 
right-of-way acquisition, grading, and construction.

c. Bridge.  Regardless of location, the total cost for a sidewalk on a bridge may be funded 
with State or Federal-aid funds.

45-1.06(02) Sidewalk Design Criteria [Rev. Mar. 2016, Sep. 2016]

A sidewalk within the public right of way must be in accordance with the Public Right of Way 
Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG).  See Section 51-1.03 for sidewalk accessibility requirements.  
Designers should also consider the following:

1. Width. The sidewalk width is measured exclusive of the curb, i.e. measured from the back 
face of curb. A typical sidewalk is 5 ft wide with a 5-ft buffer area between the roadway and 
sidewalk.  If there is no buffer area provided, the sidewalk width should be 6 ft to 
accommodate any appurtenances which may be included in the sidewalk (see Item 4 below).

A high pedestrian volume may warrant a greater width in, for example, a commercial area or 
school zone.  The designer may conduct a detailed capacity analysis to determine the sidewalk 
width.  Highway Capacity Manual Chapter 13 should be reviewed for this analysis.

2. Urban Area.  In a central business district, the entire area between a curb and a building is 
used as a paved sidewalk.

3. Appurtenance. The designer should consider the impacts of a roadside appurtenance within 
the sidewalk, e.g., street furniture, fire hydrant, parking meter, utility pole, signs.  These 
elements reduce the clear width and may interfere with pedestrian activity.    If such an 
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appurtenance is placed within the sidewalk, the sidewalk clear width must be at least 4 feet 
or the sidewalk should be widened accordingly.

4. Cross Slope. The maximum cross slope is 2.00%.  For design purposes the cross slope 
should be set at 1.5% to reduce the likelihood of the maximum being exceeded during 
construction. 

5. Buffer Area.  If the available right of way is sufficient, a buffer area between the curb and 
sidewalk is desirable.  This area provides space for snow storage and allows for a greater 
separation between vehicle and pedestrian.  The buffer area should be at least 5 ft wide to 
be effective and should desirably be wider.  Although occasionally unavoidable, placing 
roadside appurtenances within the buffer area is undesirable.  The proximity to the traveled 
way increases the likelihood of a vehicle/fixed-object crash.

6. Sidewalk on Bridge. The sidewalk width is measured from the back of an assumed 6” curb.  
See section 402-6.02(01). Section 404-4.02(03) provides criteria for the selection and location 
of bridge and pedestrian railing where a sidewalk is present.  Section 49-9.02 provides 
information for shielding the end of a bridge railing.

45-2.0  MEDIAN

A median is desirable on a highway with 4 or more lanes.  The principal functions of a median are as 
follows:

1. to provide separation from opposing traffic,
2. to prevent undesirable turning movements,
3. to provide an area for deceleration and storage of left-turning vehicles,
4. to provide an area for storage of a vehicle crossing the mainline at an intersection,
5. to facilitate drainage collection,
6. to provide an area for snow storage,
7. to provide an open green space,
8. to provide a recovery area for an out-of-control vehicle,
9. to provide a refuge area in case of emergency,

10. to minimize headlight glare,
11. to provide an area for pedestrian refuge, or
12. to provide space for future lanes.

ARCHIVED




